
Vacant Property Security Essential, Say Insurers  

Vacant property security key to reducing risk of long term 

financial losses  

 

Leading insurance companies have warned the construction and property 
industries to take care of sites where building has been suspended or      
companies or tenants have vacated, to avoid damage and theft. 

 

The warning comes amid a global economic downturn in which the risk of 
arson and theft to inadequately secured sites where construction has been 
suspended, or buildings in which companies or residents have vacated, has 
significantly increased. 

 

They have also warned that if companies do not make suitable arrangements 
for the security of their land and vacant properties, they may not be covered 
by their insurance policies in the event that equipment is stolen or the site 
falls foul of vandalism or arson. 

 

Site and vacant property security should include, but not 
be limited to: 

ƴ Perimeter - concrete bollards at site entrances,  
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permanent or temporary perimeter fencing 

ƴ Windows - secured with steel sheeting, preferably cut to the 
inside of the window opening to reduce likelihood of       
unwanted removal 

ƴ Door - secured with robust steel doors, or keyless doors if 
regular access is required 

ƴ Surveillance - mains free GSM burglar alarms, monitored 
24/7 by an Alarm Receiving Centre (ARC), with rapid     
response teams on stand-by in the event of activations. 

 

It is also advisable to maintain high quality lighting at night, CCTV cameras and security guarding,       

depending on the level of threat.  All security guard contracts should be licensed under the Private       

Security Industry Act 2001. 

 

Organisations have been warned not to cut any corners in an attempt to save money and relieve financial 

pressure, as following the advice will save money in the long term. 

 

Unfortunately, due to the recession, sites are being closed down or work 

is being put on hold as the funding is no longer as available for         

completion.  During these hard times, site managers and owners must 

seek professional advice to ensure that their assets are totally           

protected, and to prevent them from losing money unnecessarily.  If 

people do not follow the advice given, then they are exposing         

themselves to the risk of vandalism and other criminal activity resulting 

in further losses.  It is a mirror image in the property industries too, where vacant properties are left      

unsecured and exposed to risk of damage, illegal squatting, theft, arson and a variety of other criminal 

activity. 

Want to enjoy the same peace of mind as our 

customers?  Then call us today!  

Lo-Call: 08457 62 65 42 

Email: sales@spsdoorguard.com  
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It is the objective of vacant property owners or management agents to get their properties back on the 

market as soon as possible, and open up much needed revenue streams.  A variety of contractors may 

be required to service a property prior to re-letting or selling.  However, if the property is not adequately 

secured it is extremely likely that any work undertaken will be undone by unwanted intruders, and new 

fixtures and fittings stolen. 

 

Indeed many property owners have found 

newly installed kitchen appliances, boilers, 

bathrooms and   copper piping smashed out 

of buildings to be sold on the black market, 

as the latest crime figures show property 

burglaries to have risen by 4%.  Not only are 

these companies required to meet the cost 

of replacing stolen items but also additional 

costs of labour, empty property tax,          

additional repairs resulting from the theft and 

lost revenues, all of which add to a serious     

financial impact. 

 

Anthony Owen, Director of SPS Doorguard, one of the UKôs leading property security companies agrees: 

ôWe have seen demand for vacant property security increase significantly over recent years, especially 

when the recession began to bite and homes were being repossessed, companies going into               

administration and building sites being mothballed.  Of course the economic pressures companies are 

under these days is very likely to see many try to leave vacant properties and sites open to attack, in the 

vein hope that they will not be targeted by criminals. 

Want to enjoy the same peace of mind as our 

customers?  Then call us today!  

Lo-Call: 08457 62 65 42 

Email: sales@spsdoorguard.com  
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SPS are the professional quality leaders in specialist property services, delivering unrivalled levels of 

customer service to the private and public sector for over 18 years.  

Our products and services combine ingenious design with pioneering technology and a tailored 

process, so our customers get the right solutions to match the specifics of 

their requirements.  

With National coverage and Service Centres across the UK SPS are perfectly 

placed to provide dedicated teams to deliver solutions to our customers 

needs, within a short space of time.  

Services are also delivered throughout Europe.  

SPS Doorguard Limited  

 

However, if you consider unemployment is on the rise 

then it is also likely crime, especially theft, will follow 

closely behind.  Leaving properties and sites exposed is 

causing significant financial problems for many         

organisations, who turn to us for help.  If you vacant 

properties and sites are not secured properly, or you 

cannot show that you have made every possible effort 

to prevent intruders breaking in then insurance       

companies may not honour policies and the long term 

financial costs could be crippling.  By getting the security in place early you can protect your properties, 

get them back on to the market quicker and save a lot of problems and costsô. 

 

Previously vacant property security was a characteristic reserved for Social Housing, but the current   

economic climate has meant many private sector organisations have had to turn to property security   

specialists like SPS Doorguard to safeguard their assets and comply with the terms and conditions of   

insurance policies.  Vacant office space in the City of London alone is up 46% on last year, at 7.8m 

square feet.  Since the recession began in 2008, SPS Doorguard has seen a significant rise in orders 

from private sector owners and management 

agents, especially in the retail, commercial and  

industrial sectors. 

 

If you require specialist property and site security 

you can call SPS Doorguard on 08457 62 65 42, 

email sales@spsdoorguard.com, or visit 

www.spsdoorguard.com. 
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